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CHAPTER 26 

 
MUNICIPAL COURT 

 
26.01 Purpose 
26.02 Municipal Judge & Municipal Court Clerk 
26.03 Elections 
26.04 Jurisdiction 
26.05 Operations and Procedures 
26.06 Collection of Forfeitures and Costs 
26.07 Contempt of Court 
26.08 Abolition 
 
This Chapter was created by Ordinance 2668. It was passed by the Common Council of the City of Baraboo on December 9, 2025. 
 

26.01 PURPOSE. Pursuant to the authority granted by 
Chapter 755 of the Wisconsin Statutes, there is hereby 
created and established a Municipal Court of the City of 
Baraboo. 

 
26.02 MUNICIPAL JUDGE & MUNICIPAL COURT 

CLERK. The Municipal Court of the City of Baraboo 
shall be under the jurisdiction of and presided over by a 
Municipal Judge, who shall be an attorney licensed to 
practice law in Wisconsin and reside within the City of 
Baraboo, prior to appointment or candidacy for 
election. The Clerk of Courts shall be appointed by the 
Municipal Judge. (2673 03/10/26) 

 
(1) Oath and Bond. (2673 03/10/26) 

(a) The Judge shall, after election or appointment to 
fill a vacancy, take and file the official oath as 
prescribed in §757.02(1), Wis. Stats., and at the 
same time execute and file an official bond in the 
amount of $2,000.  The Judge shall not act until 
the oath and bond have been filed as required by § 
19.01(4)(c), Wis. Stats., and the requirements of § 
755.03(2), Wis Stats., have been satisfied.  The 
City of Baraboo shall pay for expenses associated 
with obtaining the oath and bond. 

(b) The Municipal Court Clerk shall, before entering 
upon the duties of the office, take and file the 
official oath as prescribed in Wis. Stats. § 19.01 
with the City Clerk of the City of Baraboo and at 
the same time, shall execute and file an official 
bond if required to do so by the Common 
Council. The City of Baraboo shall pay for 
expenses associated with obtaining the oath and 
bond. 

 
26.03 ELECTIONS. 
 

(1) VACANCY. Except for the initial vacancy which may 
be filled pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 17.245, a permanent 
vacancy in the office of the Municipal Judge may be 
filled by temporary appointment by the Mayor with 
confirmation by the Common Council of the City of 
Baraboo, as provided for in § 8.50(4)(fm), Wis. Stats. 
The office shall be permanently filled by special 
election in the manner provided for in said statute. 

 

(2) TERM. The Municipal Judge shall be elected at large at 
the spring election for a term of four (4) years 
commencing on May 1 succeeding the election, as 
provided by Wis. Stat. § 755.02. The Municipal Judge 
shall be subject to the Wisconsin Code of Judicial 
Ethics and shall file an annual financial statement. 

 
(3) ELECTORS. Electors in the City of Baraboo shall vote 

for the Municipal Judge. 
 
26.04 JURISDICTION. 
 

(1) EXCLUSIVITY. The Municipal Court shall have 
jurisdiction over incidents occurring on or after January 
1, 2026, as provided in Article VII, Section 14 of the 
Wisconsin Constitution, and §§ 755.045 and 755.05, 
Wis. Stats., and as otherwise provided by the laws of 
Wisconsin. It shall have exclusive jurisdiction over 
actions by the City of Baraboo seeking to impose 
forfeitures for violations of municipal ordinances, 
resolutions, and bylaws. 

 
(2) JUVENILE OFFENDERS. 

(a) The Municipal Court has jurisdiction over juvenile 
offenders when the City enacts an ordinance 
under the authority of § 938.17(2)(cm), Wis. Stats. 
Pursuant to § 938.17(2)(cm), Wis. Stats., the 
Municipal Judge may impose the following 
dispositions upon a juvenile for a violation of City 
ordinances: 

 
1. Any disposition allowed under Ch. 48, Wis. 

Stats. 
2. Section 938.343, Wis. Stats. 
3. Section 938.344, Wis. Stats. 
4. Section 938.361, Wis. Stats. 
 

(b) Any or all of the above listed dispositions may be 
used in any combination when imposed by a 
Municipal Judge. 

 
26.05 OPERATIONS AND PROCEDURES. 
 

(1) The procedure in Municipal Court for the City of 
Baraboo shall be as provided in this Section and state 
law, including, but not by way of limitation, Wis. Stat. 
Chapters 62, 66, 755 and 800. 
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(2) The hours of operation for the Municipal Court shall 

be determined by the Municipal Judge and approved by 
the Common Council. 

 
(3) The Municipal Judge shall keep his or her office and 

hold court in the City of Baraboo Municipal Court 
facilities, which shall be located in an area separate from 
the City of Baraboo Police Department by design or 
signage. 

 
(4) The Municipal Judge shall satisfy all statutory 

continuing education requirements for Municipal 
Judges. 

 
(5) If the Municipal Judge is temporarily absent, sick or 

disabled, the provisions of Wis. Stat. § 800.06(1) shall 
apply, and if the Municipal Judge becomes 
incompetent, unable or fails to act, or in the event of a 
vacancy, the provisions of Wis. Stat. § 800.06(2) shall 
apply. Any substitute Municipal Judge designated or 
assigned hereunder shall be compensated as 
determined by contract between the City and the 
Municipal Judge pursuant to Wis. Stat. §§ 755.04 and 
800.065(3). 

 
(6) Upon the proper and timely written request for 

substitution or disqualification of the Municipal Judge, 
the provisions of Wis. Stat. § 800.05 shall apply. 

 
(7) The procedures of the Municipal Court shall be in 

accord with the applicable Wisconsin Statutes and City 
Ordinances. The Court shall abide by the Wisconsin 
Rules of Evidence. 

 
(8) The Municipal Judge shall appoint such court 

personnel as are authorized by the Common Council, 
including, but not limited to, a Municipal Clerk of 
Court. Once appointed, the Municipal Clerk of Court 
may only be removed for inefficiency, neglect of duty, 
official misconduct, or malfeasance in office pursuance 
to Wis. Stat. § 17.12(3m). 

 
26.06 COLLECTION OF FORFEITURES AND 

COSTS. 
 

(1) The Municipal Court shall collect all forfeitures, penalty 
assessments, fees, and taxable costs in any action or 
proceeding and shall pay over such monies to the City 
Treasurer within thirty (30) days of collection. At such 
time, the Municipal Court shall report to the Treasurer 
the title, nature of offenses, and total amount of 
judgments imposed in actions and proceedings in 
which such monies were collected. 

 
(2) The Municipal Court shall collect the maximum court 

cost allowed by law. 
 
(3) The Chief of Police shall establish and submit to the 

City Council for approval, a bond schedule for 
violations of City ordinances, resolutions, and bylaws. 
Changes thereafter to the bond schedule shall be made 
by the Chief of Police with the approval of the City 
Council. All approved changes shall be incorporated 

into the bond schedule and shall be available for public 
inspection. 

 
(4) The deposit schedule established by the Wisconsin 

Judicial Conference and the procedures set forth in 
Wis. Stats. Chapters 23 and 345 shall apply to 
stipulations and deposits for violations of traffic 
regulations enacted in accordance with Wis. Stat. § 
345.27 and boating regulations enacted in accordance 
with Wis. Stats. § 30.77. 

 
26.07 CONTEMPT OF COURT. 
 

(1) The Municipal Judge may punish for contempt of 
Municipal Court any such persons guilty of any of the 
following acts: 

 
(a) Intentional misconduct in the presence of the 

Court which interferes with a Court proceeding or 
with the administration of justice, or which 
impairs the due respect for the Court. 

 
(b) Refusal of a witness to appear without excuse. 

(2) No person may be punished for contempt before a 
Municipal Judge until an opportunity has been given 
the person to be heard in his or her defense. If the 
contempt alleged involves disrespect or criticism of a 
Municipal Judge, that judge is disqualified from 
presiding at the trial of contempt unless the person 
charged consents to the judge presiding at the trial. For 
the purpose of hearing a person’s defense, the 
Municipal Judge may, if the defendant does not appear 
for trial, issue a warrant for the person to be brought 
before the Municipal Judge. 

 
(3) In addition to the penalties in (4) and (5) below, the 

Municipal Judge may impose a forfeiture in an amount 
not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200.00) for a 
contempt of court. 

 
(4) For a contempt of court described in Section 

26.07(1)(a), the Municipal Judge may impose 
imprisonment in the county jail for not more than 
seven (7) days and impose a forfeiture, as provided 
under Wis. Stat. § 800.12(3). 

 
(5) For a contempt of court described in Section 

26.07(1)(b), the Municipal Judge may do any of the 
following, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 800.12(4): 

 
(a) Issue a warrant and bring the witness before the 

court for the contempt and to testify. 
 
(b) In addition to ordering witnesses to pay a 

forfeiture, the judge may order the witness to pay 
all costs of the witness’ apprehension. 

 
26.08 ABOLITION. Pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 755.01(2), the 

Common Council may, by ordinance or by law, abolish 
the Municipal Court at the end of any term for which 
the Municipal Judge has been elected.  Notice of the 
Council’s action must be submitted to the appropriate 
filing officer or to the ethics commission, and to the 
director of state courts prior to October 1 of the year 
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preceding the end of the term for which the judge has 
been elected or appointed. 

 
  


