
Reference Guide for Residential Building Inspections 

Inspections are an ongoing process throughout construction. All work should be inspected for code 

compliance prior to concealment, i.e. with insulation or drywall. Inspections are required for all 

work requiring a Building Permit including; additions, remodels, electrical service upgrades, 

decks, new vented or plumbed appliance installs, etc. 

Required inspections include: 

 Footing/Foundation Excavation Inspection. 

Done after the placement of any forms or required reinforcement and prior to the 

placement of the permanent foundation material. Where drain tile is required, it shall 

be inspected at same time. 

 Foundation Inspection. 

The foundation shall be inspected after completion. Where damp proofing, exterior 

insulation or drain tile are required for code compliance, the foundation shall be inspected 

prior to backfilling. 

 Rough Inspection. 

Required for each inspection category after the rough work is completed but before it is 

concealed and prior to device or fixture connection(s). Applicant may request rough 

inspections individually or once for multiple categories. 

The basement floor area. 

General construction, including framing. 

Rough electrical. 

Rough plumbing. 

Rough heating, ventilating and air conditioning. 

 Insulation Inspection. 

An inspection shall be made of the insulation and vapor retarders after they are installed 

but before they are concealed. 

 Final Inspection. 

A dwelling or the area affected by construction shall not be occupied until a final 

inspection has been made that finds no critical code violations that could reasonably be 

expected to affect the health or safety of a person using the dwelling. Installations of newly 

vented and/or plumbed appliances require only a final inspection if all elements remain 

exposed for inspection. 

When an inspection is requested, the Building Inspector has the following two business days to 

perform the inspection. If it is not possible for an inspection to be performed within that time 

period, the applicant has the right to proceed with construction. Pictures prior to concealment are 

encouraged if this right is exercised. 

To schedule all inspections, call Baraboo Building Inspector,  

Stephanie Potter, spotter@msa-ps.com, (608) 617-5691 

mailto:spotter@msa-ps.com

