
 

SUMMARY OF SIGN CODE REGULATIONS 

 

Permitted Signs:  All new on-premise signs require a permit.  The permit fee is $60 per sign 

Classification of On-Premise Signs: 

 On-Building (Wall) Sign:   

o No limit on number of signs but the cumulative area is limited to a maximum of 20% façade 

(wall) area it occupies. 

 On-Building (Projecting) Sign:   

o Max Size - 20% of façade area 

o Min 10’ above ground. 

o Min 3’ behind face of curb. 

 On-Building (Awning) Sign: 

o Max Size – the lesser of 20% of façade area or 60 sq ft 

o Min Height – 8’ above sidewalk 

 On-Premise (Informational/Directional) Sign: 

o Max Area of business name/logo/ID – 1 sq ft 

o Max Size for informational (i.e. parking) sign – 5 sq ft (including name/logo/ID) 

o Max Size for directional (i.e. traffic flow hours, loading zone/dock) sign – 8 sq ft   

 Freestanding Sign: 

o  One monument sign per lot.   

o Max Size – 1 sq ft of sign for each linear foot of frontage adjoining a public street.   

o Max Height – 8 feet to top of sign.  

 Variable Message Sign: 

o One variable message sign per lot. 

o Requires Conditional Use Permit ($250 application fee) 

o Information restricted to the subject property. 

o Max Size – 12 sq ft 

o Operate per Wisconsin DOT specifications.  

Regulation of Temporary Signs (each one requires a separate permit): 

o On Private Property:  Limited to 30-day display no more than 2 times per year 

 Special Event Sign – no more than 12 sq ft 

 Banners/Flags – lesser of 100 sq ft or 20% of façade area. 

 Ground Sign – no more than 10 sq ft in area and 4’ in height 

o On Public Property:  Requires Common Council Approval 

 City-wide Charitable Fund Raising Event – size, location, & duration negotiable. 

 Signs in City Parks – for event in Park and subject to Parks Commission approval. 

Prohibited Signs: 

 Billboards 

 Off-Premise Signs 

 Portable Signs 

 Roof Signs 

 Swinging Signs 

 



 

Signs Not Requiring a Permit: 

 No permit is required for change of copy, message or face panel of existing sign. 

 Contractor/Architect Signs – restricted to job size and no more than 16 sq ft. 

 Garage/Rummage Sale Signs 

 Governmental Signs 

 Memorial Signs 

 Political Signs 

 Real Estate Signs 

 

For the complete Sign Code regulations, please refer to Section 17.80 of the City of Baraboo’s Zoning Code. 

City of Baraboo Zoning Code - Chapter 17 of the General Code of Ordinances 

 

 

https://www.cityofbaraboo.com/vertical/Sites/%7BD06131C5-F452-44C7-954E-97BD998BCA20%7D/uploads/Chapter_17.pdf

