
ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE AGENDA

Date and Time: Monday, January 4, 2021 at 8:00AM
Location: City Hall, 101 South Boulevard, Baraboo, WI 53913

Room: C205 Dennis O Thurow Committee Room

Notices:
Full Paper to Members: Alderpersons: John Ellington, Heather Kierzek & Kathleen Thurow
Full Paper to Others: Mayor, Mike Palm
Paper excluding Closed Session: Library for subsequent posting
E-mail: Clerks and Donna Munz
Outlook Meeting Calendar: City Administrator, Casey Bradley; Police Chief, Mark Schauf;

Finance Director, Cynthia Haggard; City Engineer, Tom Pinion;
Clerk, Brenda Zeman; Parks & Recs Director, Mike Hardy

Citizen or other notices: Neighbors to 508 8th Street

1) Call to Order:
a) Roll call of members
b) Note Compliance with Open Meeting Law.
c) Approve minutes – December 3, 2020.
d) Approve agenda.

2) Action Item(s):
a) Consider Request for Excessive Household Animals – Abey Nova (Zeman). See the following attachments:

i) Memorandum from Cynthia Haggard, Finance Director
ii) Request from Abey Nova

3) Discussion Item(s):
a) Continue discussion about allowing ducks. (Hardy)

4) Information Item(s):
a) Date and time of next meeting: Monday, February 1, 2021 at 8:00AM

5) Adjournment: Alderperson Ellington

For more information about the City of Baraboo, visit our website at www.cityofbaraboo.com.

Agenda prepared by Cynthia Haggard, (608) 355-2700
Agenda Posted by Donna Munz on December 31, 2020

Any person, who has a qualifying disability as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act and requires the meeting
or materials at the meeting to be in an accessible location or format, should contact the Baraboo City Clerk at 101
South Boulevard, Baraboo, Wisconsin or by phone (608) 355-2700 during regular business hours at least 48 hours
before the meeting to ensure reasonable arrangements are made to accommodate each request.

This meeting is open to the public. However, with the health concerns regarding COVID-19, anyone
appearing in person will be required to socially distance themselves.

Remote participation at this meeting is allowed and encouraged. Committee Members and the
public wanting to participate remotely must dial:

Conference Call: 1 (414) 662-3639 Conference Code: 827 916 116#
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Administrative Committee December 3, 2020
Present: Alderpersons John Ellington, Heather Kierzek & Kathleen Thurow
Absent: None
Also Present: Finance Director, Cynthia Haggard; Police Captain, Rob Sinden; City Attorney, Emily Truman; City Engineer,

Tom Pinion; Parks and Recs Director, Mike Hardy; Mayor, Mike Palm.
Citizen Present: None

The meeting was called to order by Chairman John Ellington at 8:00AM, with roll call and noting compliance with the Open Meetings
Law.

Motion by Thurow to approve the November 2, 2020 minutes, seconded by Kierzek and unanimously carried.

Motion by Ellington to amend the agenda, seconded by Kierzek and unanimously carried.

Discussion item about allowing ducks
Truman started the discussion with reminding the Committee that she provided them with a lot of information along with sample
ordinances from other communities. Truman deferred expertise about what’s needed in an ordinance to Hardy. Hardy had spoken
with the USDA that regulates the animals at the zoo. The USDA does not regulate birds. Because Hardy brought up a lot of
talking points about duck’s care, breeds, and water needs, Kierzek asked if his staff could assist with creating an ordinance. Hardy
was in favor of getting advice from the zookeepers.

Kierzek was in favor on continuing conversations with the zookeepers, and to have this matter as a discussion item for the next
meeting. Sinden commented that as long as these discussions are happening, the Police Department will not plan on taking any
enforcement action on residents who currently have ducks. Hardy ended with letting the Committee know that he will have the
zookeepers prepare a written report for dissemination to the Committee before the next meeting.

Consider Request for Excessive Household Animals –Dennis and Kathleen Thurow
Motion to approve the request for excessive household animals for Dennis and Kathleen Thurow by Kierzek, seconded by Ellington
and carried by 2/3 vote, Thurow abstained.

Consider amendment to Section 10.06(6) of the Baraboo Municipal Code
Pinion began with stating that there is a distinction between setbacks and yards. Although street yard(s) and front yard(s) are
considered synonymous in the Zoning Code, there is an important distinction. Pursuant to the following definitions contained in the
Zoning Code, a setback is the minimum required distance and a yard is the actual setback. I would definitely discourage the
storage of recreational equipment on any vacant lot. He continued with suggesting any such storage continue to be restricted
exclusively to side or rear yards. He mentioned a similar restriction on accessory structures and expressed concern that allowing
storage of recreational equipment in the front or street yards will only encourage accessory structures, such as carports, to protect
them. The Zoning Code regulates carports as accessory structures and they are strictly prohibited from front yards.

He believes there could be a temporary exception to allow parking of the owner’s, or in the case of a rental property, the tenant’s
recreational equipment in a driveway in a front yard, provided it is for a limited time, i.e. 48 hours, 72 hours, 1 week, etc. There is
currently no restriction on the time that recreational equipment can be parked in a driveway located in either a side or rear yard.
He also expressed concern about the City getting involved with regulating any use of shared driveways; it should continue to be up
to the parties that share it to determine how it is used and to be regulated the same as any other driveway, accordingly. He
continued with stating that if people want to create a “parking pad” for their recreational equipment, it would be treated as a driveway
or parking lot, and as such, the City Code requires all such areas to be hard surfaced –either asphalt pavement or concrete. Gravel
does not suffice. He ended with questioning the need to make sure that recreational equipment is property registered and/or
licensed, similar to the requirements for vehicle storage.

Direction was given to staff to write an ordinance. No motion was made.

Member comments
The next meeting will be Monday, January 4, 2021 at 8:00AM.

Motion to adjourn by Thurow, seconded by Kierzek and unanimously carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:57AM.

Respectfully submitted,
Cynthia Haggard, Finance Director
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Haggard, Cynthia

From: Zeman, Brenda

Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2020 10:13 AM

To: Haggard, Cynthia

Subject: FW: Licensing of Service Dogs

Heraddressis5088thS treet,Baraboo.

-----O riginalM essage-----
From :Zem an,Brenda
S ent:M onday,Decem ber7,2020 1:43 P M
T o:Haggard,Cynthia<chaggard@ cityofbaraboo.com >
S ubject:FW :L icensingofS erviceDogs

R equestedm oreinform ationfrom herbutjustFYI,nextAdm inM tg.:)

T hanks,
Brenda

-----O riginalM essage-----
From :Abey N ova<abeynova4@ gm ail.com >
S ent:M onday,Decem ber7,2020 12:42 P M
T o:Zem an,Brenda<bzem an@ cityofbaraboo.com >
S ubject:L icensingofS erviceDogs

HiM s.Zem an,

Iw astalkingtosom eoneatthecity treasurerandsherecom m endedIexplainm y situationtoyou,andshesaidyou
couldpointm eintherightdirectionforw hatIneedtodo.

Icurrently ow ntw odogs,andthisJanuary Iam gettingathirddogthatIw illbetrainingform y personalguidedog. I
w astoldby thelady atthecity clerks/treasurerofficethatIcanapply tothecouncilforperm issiontoow nathirddog,
sinceshew illbeaservicedogandthereforedoesn’tfallundernorm alpetrules. Couldyou pleaseexplaintom ethe
processofhow Icanapply tothecouncilforperm issiontoow nthisthirddog?

T hankyou sovery m uch,haveaw onderfulday!

~ Abey

3 of 6

chaggard
Rectangle

chaggard
Rectangle

chaggard
Rectangle

chaggard
Rectangle



Finance Department Memorandum

To: Administrative Committee

From: Cynthia Haggard, Finance Director,

Date: January 4, 2021

Re: Abey Nova –Request for Excessive Household Animals

Letters were prepared and hand delivered to residents adjacent to the property at 508 8th Street, Baraboo WI,
53913 where the Nova family resides. The letters were hand delivered on December 31, 2020 and included a
copy of the agenda for the January 4, 2021 meeting; residents were invited to attend the meeting.
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From :Hardy,M ichael<m hardy@ cityofbaraboo.com >
S ent:T hursday,Decem ber3,2020 9:24 AM
T o:Gries,Katie<kgries@ cityofbaraboo.com >;BooZoo<boozoo@ cityofbaraboo.com >
S ubject:Duckcare

W ehavearesidentw hohasm adearequestforthecity toallow residentstokeepducksatprivate
residences. W ealready allow chickens. T heAdm in.Com m itteeisreview ingw hatregulationsw ew ould
requireifw eallow intheCity.

T hey haverequestedinform ationonw hatw edotocareforducksatthezoo. Canyou guysdrafta
responseofw hatyou dotocareforducks– includingprovidingaw atersource,specialcareneeds,
etc? Iknow U S DA doesn’treally havespecificrequirem entsyet,justafew guidelines. W ehaven’t
foundm any com m unitiesthatallow ducks,butw hatthey arelookingatnow isbasically dom esticducks
w hichisdifferentthanourM allards,probably m orelikeourP ekingw hichw eusedtohave.

W henyou gettim e,canoneofyou draftashortresponseastow hatthebasicneedsofduckhusbandry
atthezooincludes– shelter,w atersourceneeds,feeding,w intercare,etc? Im ay askyou tospeakat
them eetingisneedednextm onthtoo. Ifyou cangetm eacoupleparagraphsofduckcareby theend
ofthem onth,I’dappreciateit.

Mike Hardy, CPRP/CPSI, Director
IS A CertifiedArborist-M unicipalS pecialistW I-0871AM
City ofBarabooP arks,R ecreation& Forestry Dept.
124 2nd S treet
Baraboo,W I53913
608-355-2760
w w w .cityofbaraboo.com /parksandrecreation

From :Gries,Katie<kgries@ cityofbaraboo.com >
S ent:T hursday,Decem ber3,2020 12:19 P M
T o:Hardy,M ichael<m hardy@ cityofbaraboo.com >;BooZoo<boozoo@ cityofbaraboo.com >
S ubject:R e:Duckcare

Hey M ike,

Breed:Dependingonyourpurposeofhavingducks,w illdeterm inethebreed. Asapet,Iw ouldfirst
advisethem nottogetam eatducklikeaP eking. T hey shouldlookforlayingdom esticbreeds. M eat
ducks,likeDaisy,putonw eightvery quickly. T hey aren'tnotdesignedtohavelonglives,sotheir
legs/feetcan'tsupporttheirquickw eightgain. T hiscouldleadtobum blefoot,brokenlegs,sw ollen
joints,etc. Havingw ildducksaspetsisalsoillegal.

W ater:T hey needtohaveaccesstofreshw aterdaily. T hisincludesacleanponddaily (dependingon
thepondsize). T hey defecatebothinandoutthew ater. T hey needalw ayshaveaccessw aterto
drink. Duringthew inter,oneshouldplaceadeicerintheirpools. Itisvitalforduckhealthtohave
accesstow aterallyearround. T hisallow sthem tobatheandpreentheirfeathers.
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Housing:Justlikechickensthey requireconfinem entfrom predators,especially overnight. Itisalsovital
thatduckshaveaccesstoheatm at/lam pw hentem peraturesdipbelow freezing. Ducksneedaplaceto
nestyearround. T hisisanaturalbehaviorforducks. W eensureourshaveacleanstraw beddaily.

Feed:T hey shouldalw ayshaveaccesstofeed. S om educkspreferittobeinw ater,becausethatisa
m orenaturaleatingprocess. Itiscrucialtoprovideoystershellsintheirfeed. Ifabirddoesn'thavethe
properam ountofcalcium intheirdietespecally duringlayingseason,they w illdraw thecalcium from
theirbones,w hichisobviously notgood.

Egglaying: Egglayingisaseasonalthingforducks. Dependingonthebreed,they typically lay
inspring/fall. U nlikechickens,aduckw illcontinuously lay untilthey havecreatedtheir
"clutch." Itisvitaltoallow them tolay theirentire"clutch." O ncetheirclutchiscom pletethey
w illincubate. Incubationperiodsm ay vary duetospecies. O urM allards'incubationisabouta
m onth. O ncetheirincubationperiodisover,onecanpulltheeggs. Ifyou pullthem tooearly,
they w illstartthew holeprocessover. L ayingisavery physically dem andingprocessforall
birds.

Vet:M ostvetsarenotversed inbirds. Itisim portanttofind avetthatspecializesinbirdsand
follow alloftheirsuggestions. U S DA w illalsobeginregulatingbirdsinthenearfuture. M ake
suretocheckU S DA regulations. You canalsoaskyourlocalU S DA inspectorforguidance.

Hopethishelps,

Katie Gries
ZooM anager
O chsnerP arkZoo
(414)758-1306
kgries@ cityofbaraboo.com
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