
AGENDA FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
FINANCE / PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

Date and Time: Tuesday, September 14, 2021 6:15 P.M.
Location: City Hall, Committee Room #205, 101 South Blvd. Baraboo
Members Noticed: Scott Sloan, Jason Kent, Joel Petty
Others Noticed: Department Heads (agenda only), City Admin. C. Bradley, B.

Zeman, Post at Library, Media

1. Call Meeting to Order
a. Roll Call of Membership
b. Note compliance with Open Meeting Law
c. Approve August 24, 2021 minutes
d. Approve agenda

2. Action Items
a. Accounts Payable –Review and recommendation to Common Council on paying $725,471.49.

b. DNR Urban Forestry Grant –Review and recommendation to Common Council on approving
submittal of a DNR Urban Forestry Grant in the amount of $30,000 for the purpose of
maintenance and planting of trees in the Jackson Reserve Conservancy in 2022. (Hardy)

c. CVMIC –Review and recommendation to Common Council on approving CVMIC Two-Year
Liability Renewal Package. (Bradley)

d. Attridge Park Splashpad –Review and recommendation to Common Council to consider acceptance
of financial donation in exchange for naming rights to the Attridge Park Splashpad. (Hardy)

e. 8th Street Main Extensions – Review and recommendation to Common Council to consider bids for
Sanitary Sewer and Water Main Extensions on 8th Street. (Pinion)

f. Redevelopment Resources –Review and recommendation to Common Council to create an
economic development plan for the City. (Bradley)

3. Adjournment
Scott Sloan, Chairperson

Agenda prepared by B. Zeman & posted on 09/10/2021

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the Americans with
Disabilities Act that requires the meeting or materials at the meeting to be in an accessible location or format,
should contact the Municipal Clerk, 101 South Blvd., Baraboo, WI or phone (608) 355-2700, during regular
business hours at least 48 hours before the meeting so that reasonable arrangements can be made to accommodate
each request.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY AND NOT A NOTICE TO PUBLISH

MEMBERS not
attending must notify the

Chairperson at least 24
hours before the

meeting.
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Finance/Personnel Committee–Dennis Thurow Committee Room, #205 August 24, 2021
Members Present: Petty, Kent
Absent: Sloan
Others Present: Mayor Nelson, Adm. Bradley, Clerk Zeman, L. Laux, K. Stieve, J. Ostrander, Jake Lenell,
Mike Anderson

Call to Order –Ald. Petty called the meeting to order at 6:15p.m. noting compliance with the Open Meeting
Law. Moved by Kent, seconded by Petty to approve the minutes of August 10, 2021. Motion carried
unanimously. Moved by Kent, seconded by Petty to approve the agenda and carried unanimously.

Action Items
a) Accounts Payable – Moved by Kent, seconded by Petty to recommend to Council for approval of

the accounts payable for $1,138,359.46. Motion carried unanimously.

b) County Library Tax – The Committee reviewed the exemption from the County Library tax. Moved
by Kent, seconded by Petty to recommend to Council for approval. Motion carried unanimously.

Presentations

 Jake Lenell from CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP presented the City’s 2020 Audit Report
 Lori Laux, City Treasurer, presented the 2022 Budget Planning reviewing 2022 Debt, Levy, Revenue

Forecast, Positions and Wage Projections.

Adjournment –Moved by Kent, seconded by Petty and carried to adjourn at 6:53 pm.
Brenda Zeman, City Clerk
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021 - Dated: September 14, 2021

The City of Baraboo, Wisconsin

Background: This resolution seeks the approval of submitting an Urban Forestry Grant to the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources for the purposes of 1) removal of undesirable and invasive species; 2)
maintenance/pruning of desirable, but overgrown, species; and 3) planting of new species in accordance with
our 2010 Urban Forestry Management Plan and Tree Inventory. The project allows for substantial training
opportunities for City staff, area tree care professionals, community groups, neighboring municipalities and
school groups to learn and practice various tree care activities including pruning, removal and planting of trees
as well as invasive plant identification. The project would be eligible for regional workshops on tree removal
and maintenance, and would be an asset to area landowners who may have a similar overgrown natural area on
their property that can be restored to a higher quality forest for better aesthetics and stormwater management.

This is a 50% grant match with total project cost expected to be $30,000. This conservancy will require several
phases in order to fully get the entire land under control and allow for safe and usable nature trails. The
$15,000 match will be met with in-kind service hours (City Forester & Forestry Specialist – both ISA Certified
Arborists) as well as donations received and Park Impact Fees from the neighboring development to plant new
trees and build nature trails in the Conservancy.
Fiscal Note: [ ] Not Required [ x ] Budgeted Expenditure [ ] Not Budgeted
Comments: Forestry staff wages in the 2022 budget includes work to be completed at the Conservancy
which will be used to match the grant, in addition to developer Impact Fees for the development of adjacent
Jackson Reserve home sites and donations received for planting new trees and developing the nature trails.

Resolved, by the Common Council of the City of Baraboo, Sauk County, Wisconsin:

WHEREAS, the City of Baraboo is interested in obtaining a cost-share grant from Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of funding urban and community forestry projects
specified in s. 23.097(1g) and (1r), Wis. Stats.;

WHEREAS, the applicant attests to the validity and veracity of the statements and representations
contained in the grant application; and

WHEREAS, the applicant requests a grant agreement to carry out the project;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Baraboo will comply with all local, state, and
federal rules, regulations and ordinances relating to this project and the cost-share agreement;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Baraboo will budget a sum sufficient to fully and satisfactorily
complete the project and hereby authorizes and empowers the city Parks, Recreation and Forestry Director,
to act on its behalf to:

1. Sign and submit the grant application
2. Sign a grant agreement between the City and the DNR
3. Submit interim and/or final reports to the DNR to satisfy the grant agreement
4. Submit grant reimbursement request to the DNR
5. Sign and submit other required documentation

Adopted this 14th day of September, 2021.

Offered by: Parks and Recreation Commission Approved: ________________________
Motion:
Second: Attest:
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021 - Dated: September 14, 2021

The City of Baraboo, Wisconsin

Background
The city’s liability insurance is currently purchased from Cities and Villages Mutual Insurance
company (CVMIC). The City currently has a self-insured retention per claim (deductible) of
$25,000, up to a maximum of four per year.

The City has been presented with two renewal options attached to this resolution:

Option 1 – Continue with the self-insured retention (deductible) of $25,000 for the following
premiums:

2022 $72,819
2023 $74,027
2024 $75,507

Option 2 – Increase the self-insured retention (deductible) to $37,500 for the following
premiums:

2022 $68,450 a decrease of $4,369
2023 $69,585 a decrease of $4,442
2024 $70,977 a decrease of $4,530

Note: ( one)   [  ] Not Required   [√ ] Budgeted Expenditure   [  ] Not Budgeted
Comments:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of
Baraboo, Sauk County, Wisconsin, that:

That the City of Baraboo agrees to continue as a member of CVMIC for the policy years
2022, 2023 and 2024 as outlined in Option 1 with a self-insured retention of $25,000 at
guaranteed premiums of $72,819, $74,027, and $75,507, respectively.

Offered by: Finance Committee Approved:
Motion:
Second: Attest:
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021 - Dated: September 14, 2021

The City of Baraboo, Wisconsin

Background: This resolution seeks the approval of acceptance of a gift of $150,000 from Gary
Kowalke in exchange for naming the future Attridge Park Splashpad in his honor. As the donation
would be paid in 2022, the City Attorney has drafted an agreement with which the City could accept
Mr. Kowalke’s pledge to reserve the naming and accept payment in summer, 2022.

The City’s donation policy allows for a donor to name the facility being donated towards with a
minimum 1/3 donation amount. The splashpad has been estimated at $450,000, making the
$150,000 donation eligible for naming rights. Along with the acceptance of the donation, the City
needs to approve the name of the new splashpad as the “Kowalke Family Splashpad”.

The acceptance of the donation and naming of the splashpad was recommended for acceptance by
the Parks Commission at their September 13, 2021 regular meeting.

Fiscal Note: [ x ] Not Required [ ] Budgeted Expenditure [ ] Not Budgeted
Comments: All expenses for the construction of the future splashpad are currently being fundraised for.
No levied money is being sought for construction.

Resolved, by the Common Council of the City of Baraboo, Sauk County, Wisconsin:

WHEREAS, the City of Baraboo will accept the donation of $150,000 from Gary Kowalke
for the purposes of constructing a splashpad in Attridge Park in exchange for naming the splashpad
the “Kowalke Family Splashpad”.

Adopted this 14th day of September, 2021.

Offered by: Parks and Recreation Commission Approved: ________________________
Motion:
Second: Attest:
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DONATION ACCEPTANCE AGREEMENT 

 

 WHEREAS, Gary Kowalke (“Grantor”) has offered to give the sum of $150,000 (the 

“Pledged Funds”) to the City of Baraboo (“City”) under the terms and conditions described herein; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City has agreed to accept the gift under the following terms and 

conditions; 

 

 IT IS HEREBY AGREED BY AND BETWEEN THE GRANTOR AND THE CITY AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

1. Pledge. Grantor hereby pledges to the City the total sum of One Hundred and Fifty 

Thousand Dollars ($150,000), which sum will be paid as provided under Paragraph 2 below.  

 

2. Payment.  

 

a. The Pledged Funds will be paid in full in accordance with the following payment 

schedule: 

 

Payment Date   Payment Amount 

  

   June 15, 2022   $150,000 

 

 

b. The Pledged Funds will be placed by the City into a restricted account using the 

City’s name and federal identification number. It is also understood and agreed that the Pledged 

Funds, as received, may be invested by the City as it shall best determine pending distribution to 

the purpose or purposes described herein.   

 

3. Grantor Purpose. The Pledged Funds will be used for the exclusive purpose of constructing 

the Attridge Park Splash Pad (“Splash Pad”).  

 

4.   Future Changed Circumstances. If the City decides not to pursue the Splash Pad or is unable 

to pursue the Splash Pad plan within three (3) years of the date of this Agreement, the Pledged 

Funds will be returned to the Grantor unless Grantor expressly authorizes, through written 

modification of this Agreement, that the Pledged Funds may be used by the City for such other 

purposes or purposes as Grantor designates.  Any interest that may accrue on the Pledged Funds 

between the date of receipt of any of the Pledged Funds and the date of return of the Pledged Funds 

shall be the property of the City. 

 

5. Naming Rights/Recognition by the City. To honor the Grantor, and to express the 

appreciation of the City, the Splash Pad will be named after Gary Kowalke (& family members 

if desired). In addition, publicity in the form of news announcements, both internal and external, 

will be made with the permission of the Grantor.  
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6. Reporting and Stewardship.  Once the Pledged Funds have been fully expended by the 

City, the City will report at least one time to the Grantor that the gift has been fully expended. 

 

7. Intent.   

 

 a. It is the agreement of the parties and the intention and wish of the Grantor that the 

Pledged Funds under this Agreement shall constitute the Grantor’s binding obligation and shall be 

enforceable at law and equity including, without limitation, against the Grantor and the Grantor’s 

heirs and personal representatives, successors or assigns. The Grantor acknowledges that the City 

is relying, and shall continue to rely, on the Grantor’s gift being fully satisfied as set forth herein.  

 

b. It is the intent of the parties hereto that Grantor’s gift hereunder shall be deductible 

from federal and state income taxes to the fullest extent allowed by law. Any determination, 

finding or rulings regarding the deductibility of said contribution shall not affect the validity of 

this Agreement and Grantor agrees that the City has not provided Grantor with tax advice in 

entering into this Agreement. 

 

8. No Warranties.  Both parties acknowledge that no representations, warranties, promises, 

covenants or undertakings of any kind have been made to either party as an inducement to enter 

into this Agreement, other than those expressly set forth herein.  This document is intended to be 

and is the complete agreement of the parties and supersedes any prior understandings and written 

or oral agreements between them respecting this subject matter. 

 

9. Interpretation.  With respect to the form of the Agreement, both parties assume joint 

responsibility for the form and composition of each paragraph, and they further agree that this 

Agreement shall be interpreted as though each of the parties participated equally in the 

composition of each and every part thereof. 

 

10. Choice of Law.  The parties intend this Agreement to be construed in accordance with the 

laws of the State of Wisconsin, irrespective of the residence of either party, or regardless of the 

forum where it may be construed later whether for enforcement, revision, modification or for any 

other purpose. 

 

11. Validity.  Both parties agree that in the event any court of competent jurisdiction at any 

time holds that a portion of this Agreement is invalid, illegal, unenforceable, void or voidable, the 

remainder of the Agreement, to the extent consistent with such holding, shall not be affected 

thereby and shall continue in full force and effect. 

 

12. Default.  Failure of either party to insist upon strict performance of any of the provisions 

of this Agreement shall not be construed as a waiver of any subsequent default of the same or 

similar nature. 

 

13. Voluntary Nature of Agreement.  By executing this Agreement, the City and [name] 

acknowledge, warrant and represent that each is entering this Agreement freely and voluntarily 

and that each has had the opportunity to obtain such legal and other counsel as each deems 

necessary and prudent. 
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14. Entire Agreement; Modifications Must Be Written.  This Agreement contains the entire 

understanding between the parties on the subject matter hereof and no representations, 

inducements, promises or agreements, oral or otherwise, not included herein shall be of any force 

or effect, and this Agreement supersedes any other oral or written agreements entered into between 

the parties on the subject matter herein.  To be effective, any and all modifications must be in 

writing. 

 

Dated this ____ day of ________________ 2021. 

 

 

__________________________________ (Legal Name of Grantor) 

 

 

 

City of Baraboo 

 

 

BY: ____________________________ 

Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________ 

City Clerk 

 

This Agreement was approved at a Common Council meeting held ___________ 2021. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021 - Dated: September 14, 2021

The City of Baraboo, Wisconsin

Background: Bids were received on September 2, 2021 for this year’s scheduled 2021
Sanitary Sewer and Water Main Improvements. The following is a tabulation of the bids:

Proposal A: 8th Street Sanitary Sewer Extension:

James Peterson Sons, Inc. $274,738.15
A-1 Excavating Inc. $384,778.00
Speedway Sand & Gravel, Inc. $449,063.75

Proposal B: 8th Street Water Main Extension:
J & J Underground LLC $ 37,600.00

A-1 Excavating Inc. $108,824.00
James Peterson Sons, Inc. $115,658.20
Speedway Sand & Gravel, Inc. $161,141.55

The Finance Committee reviewed these bids at their September 14th meeting and unanimously
recommended award of these two Projects to the respective low bidders.

Fiscal Note: (check one) [ ] Not Required [ x ] Budgeted Expenditure [ ] Not Budgeted
Comments

Resolved, by the Common Council of the City of Baraboo, Sauk County, Wisconsin:

That the low bids of:

James Peterson Sons, Inc in the amount of $274,738.15 for PROPOSAL A – 8th Street
Sanitary Sewer Extension

- And -

J & J Underground LLC in the amount of $37,600.00 for PROPOSAL B – 8th Street
Water Main Extension

are hereby accepted and all other bids are rejected and that the Mayor and City Clerk are
hereby authorized to execute the respective Contracts.

Offered by: Finance Committee Approved by Mayor:
Motion:
Second: Certified by City Clerk:
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021 - Dated: September 14, 2021

The City of Baraboo, Wisconsin

Background: The City of Baraboo was awarded a grant from the United States Economic
Development Administration to assist the City with the creation of an economic development
plan. Special emphasis of the plan would be concentrated on the South Blvd. corridor and
western areas of the City.

The grant is in the amount of $105,000, with the City contributing an additional $45,000
towards the hiring of a qualified consulting firm to complete the project. The City issued a
Request for Proposal for these services and three proposals were received. Two firms were
interviewed by the Mayor, City Administrator, CDA Director, and Chair of the Baraboo
Economic Development Commission (BEDC) with a recommendation that Redevelopment
Resources / Studio GWA be selected. At their September 2 meeting, BEDC reviewed the
recommendation and voted unanimously to forward to City Council.

The Redevelopment Resources /Studio GWA bid of $128,575 allows $21,425 in excess funding
to be used to expand the scope of the project in the future, if desired.

Note: ( one)   [  ] Not Required   [√ ] Budgeted Expenditure   [  ] Not Budgeted
Comments:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of
Baraboo, Sauk County, Wisconsin, that:

The City of Baraboo enter into a contract with Redevelopment Resources / Studio GWA
at a cost of $128,575 to complete the planning project as awarded by the United States
Economic Development Authority.

The City Council authorizes the City Administrator and the City Clerk to sign the contract
with Redevelopment Resources.

Offered by: Finance Approved:
Motion:
Second: Attest:
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