
City of Baraboo 
Parks & Recreation Commission 

April 9, 2018 – Minutes 
 

Present:  Roy Franzen, James Francisco, Angela Witczak, Craig Schlender, Mary Mjelde, Dan Lewison & Mike Hardy 
 

Also Present:  Steve Argo and Homer Daehn (Tuscania) 
 

Franzen called the meeting to order. Legal Posting of the Agenda had been met.  Lewison moved and Witczak seconded 
approval of the March 12, 2018 minutes.  Motion carried. 
 

Lewison moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Witczak.  Motion carried. 
 

Presentations:  Steve Argo presented a request to donate the Tuscania Memorial sculpture to the City of Baraboo with 
installation at Lower Ochnser Park near the Riverwalk and across the river from the History Center.  He stated that they 
determined a location near the river would be best and after initially considering the lawn of the History Center, they found a 
spot across the river in Lower Ochsner they really liked.  He would like to request the City place the memorial there. 
 

New Business:  Hardy stated he had met with Argo at the proposed site and didn’t see any problems placing the memorial at 
Lower Ochsner.  He presented a map of Lower Ochsner to the Commission, showing the proposed location in relation to the 
Riverwalk and parking lot.  Franzen stated that he was happy to see it returned to a public park where it will get more traffic. 
Lewison moved to recommend the acceptance of the donation and request placement at Lower Ochsner Park to the City 
Council for consideration. Seconded by Witczak. Motion carried. 
 

Hardy presented bids to repair cracks in the Campbell Park Tennis Courts.  Initial bids came in significantly over budget, so 
Hardy asked for bids to simply clean and fill the holes to get them through the next 2 years, at which time the City could budget 
more money to make a more permanent fix.  While contractor bids came in well under budget, Hardy noted that parks staff 
could purchase the crack filler and do the same thing for $960, which was about 4 times less than the lowest contractor bid.  
With the temporary fix not a guarantee to hold for more than a year, Hardy recommended saving the money and doing the 
repairs in house.  Lewison moved to spend $960 from the Kuenzi Fund to purchase supplies to allow staff to make the tennis 
court crack repairs this spring.  Seconded by Mjelde.  Motion carried. 
 

Hardy suggested the Commission appoint a subcommittee to come up with several designs and locations for the Commission 
to consider for the new Teen/Challenge Playground, as well as pursue fundraising opportunities.  Franzen asked if a member 
of the Commission would volunteer to chair the subcommittee.  Mjelde volunteered.  Lewison moved to create a subcommittee 
charged to research sites and designs for the Commission to consider with Mjelde, Stelling and Hardy as members.  Seconded 
by Schlender.  Motion carried. 
 

Members reviewed a proposed route from the Bike Federation of Wisconsin to bring US Bike Route 30 through Baraboo.  Hardy 
noted that the federal route starts on the East Coast and ends in Idaho, with the middle of the route entering Wisconsin south 
of Milwaukee and exiting at LaCrosse.  He stated that he was contacted by the Bike Federation regarding this route several 
years ago, and earlier this year was contacted again when the Bike Federation wanted to get final approval of the proposed 
route from local municipalities.  Schlender moved to recommend the approval of the proposed USBR 30, entering Baraboo on 
Hill Street north to Manchester, east to Effinger, north to Water, west to South Boulevard and exiting west on CTH W past 
WalMart as noted on the provided map.  Seconded by Witczak.  Motion carried. 
 

Information Items:  Franzen reminded the Commission that next month is our annual parks tour, so the agenda will be light so 
we have time to visit recently completed projects. 
 

March revenues were $16,347.69 
 

Hardy gave a staff report, notifying the Commission that Recreation Coordinator Rick Luther was retiring at the end of the 
month.  Recruitment for a replacement was already underway and would be complete by the end of May. Hardy updated on 
zoo projects, including otter and deer exhibit progress.  Current updates of the Great Sauk Trail were given and Hardy noted 
that the Mayor was appointing him to be on the State Trail Commission to represent the City.  A report on the Baraboo River 
partnership was given with several Juneau County communities joining phase 2.  Arbor Day and Bird Day schedules were shared 
and Hardy invited members to volunteer if they were around. 
 

Next Regular Meeting:  May 14, 2018.  The annual parks tour will follow. 
 

Lewison motioned to adjourn, Wiczak seconded. Motion carried 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Hardy, Parks, Recreation & Forestry Director 


